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The municipal role – Oslo’s take
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2. We have dialogue with the market

3. We collaborate strategically over time
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City of Oslo – one of 
Norway’s biggest buyers

More than 3 billion Euro per year

Building and construction: 

• Schools

• Kindergardens

•Care homes

• Roads, bike lanes

•Metro

•Water and sewage
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City of Oslo uses 
procurements to reach 
sustainability goals

Procurement strategy

Climate strategy

Climate budget

Also: Circular economy, Social 
responsibility, Ethical Trade
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Clear political backing over time 
– Climate budget since 2015
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1. We set climate requirements
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Why target building and construction sites?
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Our journey with the market

From the world’s first emission free B&C site in 2019, to 85% 
emission free energy use for machinery in our B&C sites in 2024
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Demanding fossile free 

B&C in all land use 

plans (P&B Act)

2016
Oslo requesting fossile-

free construction sites

2030
All construction 

projects in Oslo 

should be emission 

free

2019
Common tender 

criteria & first pilot 

project

2025 

Municipal projects 
emission free

In total 180+ projects 
electric machines

New legal basis, Pollution 

Act, requirements for 
private construction
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Standard requirements 
in all municipal procurement of building 
and construction works from 2019

Contract clauses, minimum requirements
and award criteria

Machinery and transport (last mile)

Fossile free is the minimum

Emission free through award criteria

From 2025 minimum requirements  
for emission free machinery

«From 1.1.2025 all machines shall be emission free»
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1.1.2025
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2025: From fossile free to emission free as a minumum

Revised standard criteria adopted by the City Council, March 2025

Emission free is the minimum for construction works. 

For mass transport biogas is the minimum, emission free rewarded with award 
criteria or bonus.

Extended requirements for transport: Waste, materials, machinery, personnel: 
Emission free for small vehicles, fossil free for large vehicles. 

Increased focus on charging and infrastructure: The supplier must have a plan for 
energy and power consumption. Connect all machines to a digital platform for 
reporting (Fremby). 

New instructions to the municipal agencies – information about energy supply in the 
tender documents, sufficient market dialogue etc. 

Possibility for exemptions from emission-free requirements where they see that this 
is not possible to achieve.



Oslo 2019

Det er lov å endre 
bakgrunnsfarge.

På sider med positiv 
logo benyttes alltid 
lyse bakgrunnsfarger.

Sørg alltid for god 
lesbarhet/kontrast 
og følg lovlige farge
kombinasjoner.

…but what about private 
construction?

Only about 30 percent of 
construction in Oslo is municipal

Private real estate development, 
housing etc.
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Requirements for private construction sector is coming 

Public consultation until Nov. 15, 2025: 

A local requirement for 30 percent emission-free 
energy use or biogas on building and 
construction sites. 

The requirement will be increased to 90 percent 
by 2030.

The regulation applies to larger building and 
construction sites, buildings larger than 200 m2.

Exemptions may be granted where not 
technically feasible or would result in 
disproportionately high costs.
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Market dialogue is key!

1. As a part of the procurement 

process

2. Used strategic to receive 

information and to prepare 

suppliers/market



Dialogue about requirements



Mapping the costs



Learning from contractor’s experiences: 
How to plan infrastructure and charging 

Report: Additional costs of zero-emission construction sites

https://www.klimaoslo.no/rapport/additional-costs-of-zero-emission-construction-sites/
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Two examples – learning from experiences 
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World’s largest emission free building site –
rehabilitation in Oslo, winter 2024 – Sophies Minde
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Electric machines in – 15 C… New street Furuset, Oslo
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• Business for Climate Network
• Establishing Standards 
• International cooperation
• Local and national networks
• Local support schemes
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Need for positive tipping point

Electrification is a key positive tipping 
point opportunity – «snowball» effect

Targeted policy can accelarate net zero 

Market opportunity and co-benefits 

Push for more EU, national and local 
policies, regulation and incentives

Share sucess stories 
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Thank you!

Marit Hepsø

City of Oslo
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